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I’ll take the Low Road 
There are two things I’ve tried that I never intend to 
do again. 

One is to go to a 3D movie (dreadful!) and the other 
is to go to France through the Tunnel. I don’t mean 
that I don’t like going to France – nor is it about 
The Jungle – I simply don’t like getting somewhere 
different without any time to adjust.  

Driving onto a train and sitting in your car for 20 minutes, then driving 
off again simply doesn’t give my brain enough time or information to 
register that I’m in a different country. I’ll take the ferry next time so 
that I can stand on deck (and, yes, feel sick) and watch England disap-
pear before watching France come towards me on the horizon.  

That’s much better! Time to adjust as well as feel excited.  

I kind of think that the disciples had the same problem with Easter. The 
jump from Good Friday to Easter dawn and the glorious truth of victo-
ry was simply too much to process. Grief and utter despair doesn’t eas-
ily convert into absolute joy and exultant celebration. All the accounts 
of Easter show that the disciples (not just Thomas) were full of doubt, 
confusion and hesitation. They thought they were seeing a ghost; they 
hadn’t a clue what to say; they were terrified to share the news with 
anyone. Not quite the great shout, “He is risen! Death could not hold 
him! Love wins the day!” that we might expect.  

Like me in France, they were saying, “Hang on… we’re in a new coun-
try here! Give us time to get our bearings.” Just like me trying to drive 
on the right on leaving the Tunnel (not entirely without incident). 

The fact is that Easter didn’t happen on Easter Day for everyone. The 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus had their eyes opened that even-
ing by Jesus, but only after a long journey of baffled misunderstanding. 
For Thomas, Easter was eight days later. But God gives us the time 
each of us needs to recognise that it’s true, Jesus is risen and the world 
has changed. 

High road or low road, fast track or slow lane – it doesn’t matter a jot 
which you choose. But we’re never going to make sense of this new 
country of faith and hope until we meet the Lord in his risen glory, and 
find that he’s actually been alongside us longer than we knew. 

Happy Easter! 

Rod 
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Elizabeth Sexton: 

2016: A Year of Shocks 

and Surprises 

Heart problems 

After having a heart scan at Chippenham hos-
pital in 2015, I was told I should have a further scan at RUH, Bath. Af-
ter waiting several weeks for this, feeling ill, it was a surprise after hav-
ing it, the Consultant decided I should be admitted there and then. After 
much persuasion it was agreed that I would come in the next day. I ab-
solutely had to make arrangements for my little cat, to be looked after. 
Linda and other friends in Heron Way were wonderful about looking 
after her. 

As the  Cardiac Ward was closed due to an outbreak of norovirus, I was 
admitted into the Medical Therapy Unit. The staff were wonderful. Sev-
eral patients came in daily for different therapies and their courage and 
patience were amazing. Once in the hospital I was made to go every-
where in a wheelchair and was taken for all the tests. The Chaplain and 
his team were so kind and I was taken to the Sunday Service given by 
the Emmanuel Church. 

My Goddaughter, Emily, was so good and came every weekend. I was 
very indignant though, when Simon Tatton-Brown came and offered to 
take us for lunch downstairs and the Ward Sister would not allow me to 
go! However, Emily had a lovely lunch and Simon came and talked 
about interesting things afterwards. 

It was very rewarding too, to meet several students, when the Dr asked 
if they might practice diagnosis on me. They reminded me so much of 
my medic friends when I was a student. 

After having had a number of tests, the surgeon swept in one day with 
his entourage and said it had been decided to do the most serious opera-
tion as my heart valve was calcified and he believed I was strong 
enough. He promised that I would be able to go mountaineering after-
wards! (I can’t do this but at least I am still alive.) 

This meant that I was sent , again at very short notice, to Bristol Hospi-
tal where I was operated on te next day. I am so grateful for and im-
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pressed by the great skill and kindness of the surgeons. Bristol Cardiac 
Hospital was unlike other hospitals where you go into one ward and 
stay there. In Bristol you, in your bed, are moved from ward to ward 
until you reach the final one and I was told I could go home. A friend 
came and collected me. My cat and I were so pleased to be reunited. 

It helped so much to receive delightful cards and letters, beautiful 
flowers and fruit as well as all the kind visitors. I am especially grate-
ful to Rod and Eryl and from St. Nicholas, Sheila and Petrina. 

The British Empire Medal 

Another great, but nice surprise was to hear that I 
had been nominated by six people for the British 
Empire Medal. This was to be kept secret until an-
nounced. This was not difficult as I could not then 
and still cannot believe it. King George V created 
this medal for services to the Community. 

The first medal ceremony was at Bowood where 
Lord and Lady Lansdowne made it a very happy occasion. The New 
Year’s Honours recipients received certificates. Dr Christopher Kent 
played the organ. I was still in a wheelchair then. My guests were Can-
on Simon Tatton-Brown and Mrs Claire Pearce. It was a great honour 
to be included among the other recipients and to hear their citations. I 
also feel very humble to know that I have received the same medal as 
Mrs June Pettifer and was grateful for all her advice. The day remind-
ed me of Civic Sunday at St. Andrew’s. 

The next medal ceremony was in September when we received our 
medals from the Lord Lieutenant. She is a very beautiful, kind and ele-
gant lady. It was a very beautiful room, with wonderful music. Lord 
and Lady Lansdowne, Baroness Scott and Sir David Templeman Ad-
ams were among the dignitaries. My guests were James Gray MP, 
Councillor Christine Crisp and Mrs Jenny Hancock. 

The invitation to the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace was 
transferred to 2017 and Petrina Drewitt has very kindly agreed to 
come with me. 

A Big Thank You to Everyone 

I am sorry that it is not possible to mention everyone who has been so 
kind and to thank them all but I am exceedingly grateful to all of you 
as I hope you know. 
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Canon David Winter: 

The Way I See It :   

The Easter Paradox 
This month - rather later than usual - we remember 
the events of Good Friday and celebrate the glory 
of Easter. The injustice and cruelty of the former 
and the hope and assurance of the latter may help 

us to make sense of the conflicting and often disturbing events taking 
place in our world.  

On Good Friday the most honest, generous and open person who ever 
lived was cruelly executed. Around the cross stood His mother, and a 
few close friends and family. Beyond them, a crowd jeered. The sol-
diers went about their grim task. Even the sky was dark.  

Yet in the gloom there was hope. Jesus forgave those who were killing 
him: ‘they don’t know what they’re doing’.  He asked His best friend to 
look after his mother. A criminal who was being executed alongside 
Jesus had a change of heart and asked Him to ‘remember me when you 
come into your kingdom’ - and received the most wonderful promise of 
paradise today.  Even the Roman centurion, who had watched the con-
demned man die, testified that ‘surely this man was a son of God’. 

In other words, at the darkest time there was light, a Light which blazed 
out on Easter morning. Isn’t that paradox – the truth that even in the 
worst moment there are signs of hope – the deep message of Easter? 
We are made in God’s image. We are precious to God. But we are fall-
en, flawed, lost. Those two truths are right there in the story of Good 
Friday and Easter. And which one wins? No prizes for guessing. 

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING 
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS 

For a local and reliable service call: 

OFFICE 01249 661475 MOBILE 07810 717235 

EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info  WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info 
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Cafe India 
Authentic Indian Restaurant 

Located by the roundabout 
at the bottom of Station Hill, Chippenham 

• Great Food at affordable Prices 

• Unlicensed. We sell variety of soft drinks 

• Open every evening from 5.30 pm 

• Order online and have it delivered straight to your door  

Contact us: www.cafeindiachippenham.com 

5a New Road,  SN15 1EL  

Chippenham 

Telephone: 01249 660330 

Cafe India 

Produce this Voucher for: 
 

Dining In 10% Discount 
Minimum spend £12 per head 

20% Discount for Collection 
Minimum order £20 

5a New Road,  SN15 1EL  

Chippenham 

Telephone: 01249 660330 
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Sunday Club Diary 
  9th April 

Andy’s @ 4  
Come and join us for our monthly  

informal service for all the family 
April 9th 

at St Andrews church, Chippenham 

Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments 
For more information phone  

01249 651565 

At Easter it is all bunnies, eggs and 
lambs in the shops. Why are they 
symbols of Easter?  

One of the oldest Spring symbols in 
the world is the egg - it promises 
new life as in Spring, fluffy yellow 
chicks are hatched from eggs.  

 

The hare was a symbol of the moon 
and is connected with Easter be-
cause the date of Easter depends 
upon the full moon. Over time, the 
hare became a rabbit, because 
there are more rabbits around than 
hares!  

The lamb represents Jesus and 
links His death to that of the lamb 
sacrificed on the first Passover. Je-
sus is called "the Lamb of God."  

 

EASTER 
WORDSEARCH 

All the words hidden in this word-
search are to do with Spring and 
Easter  - can you find them all? 

bird   blossom   bud   

bunny   chick   cloud  crocus   daffo-
dil   duck  egg   flower   garden  

grass   hare   lamb   lily spring   tulip 

D C A G M Y N N U B 

A D H A R E T U L I 

F U B I N A G P O P 

F C M I C R S G Y M 

O K A Y R K S S E O 

D P L N E D R A G S 

I I C R O C U S A S 

L L B G N I R P S O 

B U F L O W E R D L 

U T D U O L C D U B 
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Across 

1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — 
’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  
7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  
8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, 
‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 8:54) (3,2)  
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Mo-
ses was on Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4)  
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt 
(Genesis 42:6) (8)  
13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and 
feed you?’ (Matthew 25:37) (3,3)  
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though 
hearing, they do not hear or under-
stand’ (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)  
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now con-
sider loss for the — of 
Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 
21 National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1) 
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) 
(10) 
 

Down 

1  Of the pope (5)  
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) 
(2,2)  
3  Hebrew word for the kind of 
peace that Jesus promised (6)  
4  Member of a 16th-century 
Protestant reform movement in 
France (8)  
5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  
6  Ceremonial column of peo-
ple on the move (1 Samuel 
10:5) (10)  
9  One of the things love al-
ways does (1 Corinthians 13:7) 
(10)  
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a 
plot to assassinate King Xerxes 
(Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  
14 See cape (anag.) (7)  

16 ‘No one can — them out of my 
hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit 
that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12) (5)  
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaugh-
ter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 

 

Answers on Page 18 

April Crossword 

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 

Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 
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A new way to read and 
enjoy your Bible 

Bible Society has launched a new tool to 
help people search, read, engage with 
and share the Bible.  It has a number of 
free-to-use features, specially created 
for the thousands of people a week who visit Bible Society’s website to 
read the Bible. 

Verse Builder is designed for those who like to share Bible verses via 
Facebook. This feature allows you to create an animated verse, set 
against a picture backdrop, which you can share to social media or 
download. 

FlexiReader is an innovative way of reading the Bible, which automati-
cally displays the text at the reader’s chosen speed. There’s no need to 
lift a finger to scroll down the page – and you can choose how many 
words should appear on screen at once, and the speed of reading. 

The new online tool also allows you to compare versions side by side. 
There are English versions to choose from, as well as beibl.net (the Bi-
ble in everyday Welsh). 

The final new feature gives people the option to leave a public com-
ment, save notes on the text or tag verses with a theme. As the com-
munity of Bible-readers grows, it will provide a rich resource of peo-
ple’s thoughts and reactions to Scripture. 

Find the tool at biblesociety.org.uk/explore. 

First things first 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson on the Atone-
ment.  ‘So, can anyone tell me what you must do before you can ob-
tain forgiveness of sin?” 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small 
boy put up his hand.  ‘Sin?’ he said. 

http://beibl.net/
http://biblesociety.org.uk/explore
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Bishop’s Letter 
Fight of the Century: 

Global vs National 

As somebody once quipped: “The future 
ain’t what it used to be!” 

To state the obvious, 2017 has certainly started with some glaring un-
certainties. What will Brexit mean for us? What will be the outcomes of 
the Trump Presidency for the U.S. and for the wider world? 

I speak to Christians and they reflect the division that seems to have 
opened up in our nation. Some think that both events are catastrophic 
whilst others think this is the Will of God being enacted on a world out 
of control. What seems clear (albeit by a thin majority) is that both the 
referendum and the Presidential election are a rejection of the kind of 
society that left of centre, liberal and progressive politicians (from all 
parties) have visited upon us in recent years. We always seem to need 
someone to blame! 

Fact: we live in a global world, largely created by that nebulous but 
powerful shadow institution we call ‘the market’. The market is not all 
bad, but neither is it the morally neutral, rational entity that some pro-
ject it as. Surely 2008 showed us that! 

What’s good is that wealth creation has, and is having, a positive im-
pact on global prosperity. What’s less good is the unequal way that 
such prosperity is being shared. It may be true that market correction 
will ultimately adjust this inequality; the problem is that market correc-
tion takes time. In the meantime… 

Christianity has always had a global perspective. We believe that all 
people are created by God and flowing from that is our belief that peo-
ple, in a general sense, are inter-dependent. Jesus also told us to go to 
all nations (cultures). (Matthew 28). 

What seems to emerge from both the big votes we saw in 2016 is the 
emergence of an unhealthy nationalist backlash increasingly across 
much of the developed world. Much of this seems to be a result of the 
complicated collision course between national jurisdictions in a global 
world. 

In the face of this how should Christians respond? Tentatively, I think 
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we should think about three things: 

• We should step up our calling to love our neighbour. My neigh-
bour is a person who is in need. That might be in Bristol, but it 
might be in Bangalore. 

• We need to listen for the prophetic voices of our culture. Some-
times prophets don’t hang out in churches, as they usually but 
politely get shown the door! Nationalism doesn’t on the whole 
produce prophets, because national interests usually relegate 
God’s will to the substitutes bench. Patriotism is good – up to a 
point, but when it morphs into a narrow self-serving nationalism 
it becomes ugly. 

• Christians in a divided world should work tirelessly for reconcili-
ation. A divided Church will have little to offer a divided world. 

 I’d like to say ‘blessed are the Tweeters’, but sadly some of the stuff I 
see some Christians tweet, makes me shudder. We need to make a 
measured and thoughtful response to the conversation and 140 charac-
ters isn’t the best way to do it. 

+Mike 
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Worship for Holy Week at St Andrew’s 2017 

Palm Sunday – 9th April 
8am Communion 
10am Eucharist with procession and dramatic reading of the Passion 
story 
3.00pm Stainer’s Crucifixion at Central Methodist Church 

Holy Monday 
12 noon Stations of the Cross (1-4) 
8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Holy Tuesday 
12 noon Stations of the Cross (5-7) 
8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Holy Wednesday 
12 noon Stations of the Cross (8-11) 
8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Maundy Thursday – 13th April 
12 noon Stations of the Cross (12-14) 
7.30pm  Informal Eucharist – we remember Jesus washing his disci-
ples’ feet, and his gift of himself to us in bread and wine on the night 
of the Last Supper. At the end of the service, around 8.30pm, there is a 
time of silent prayer - "the Watch" - when we recall Jesus in the gar-
den of Gethsemane. You are welcome to stay as short or long a time 
as you wish up till 10pm. 

Good Friday 
9.30am – 11am Children’s “Way of the Cross” and Easter Gardens 
10am United Service at Central Methodist Church 
11am March of Witness through the town – ending at the Buttercross 
this year 
2pm – 3pm The Last Hour 

Easter Day – 16th April 
8am Communion 
10am Festival Eucharist and the New Fire of Easter 
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Diary for April 
Saturday 1 7.30 pm Calne Choral Concert, St. Andrew’s Church 

  St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 2 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 8.00 am    Said Eucharist, traditional language,  St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church 

 11.15 am Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 3 1.30 pm St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 4 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Thursday 6 2.30 pm Mothers Union, Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 9 Palm Sunday 

 4.00 pm  Andy’s @ 4, St. Andrew’s Church 

 FOR SERVICES IN HOLY WEEK SEE PAGE OPPOSITE 

Tuesday 18 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 23 Second Sunday of Easter 

 8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 24 1.30 pm St. Andrew’s Art Group, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 25 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

 7.30 pm Annual Parish Meeting, St. Andrew’s Church 

Saturday 29 7.00 pm Lions Concert with CMVC, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 30 Third Sunday of Easter 

 8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO SERVICES IN MAY 

Please note that with effect from May the pattern of Sunday worship at 
St. Andrew’s at 10.00 am will change: 

• The First Sunday of the month will be an All Age Eucharist with 
baptisms. 

• Family worship will move to the Third Sunday of the month. 
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St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in March 

were 10 (£100) 20 (£40) 25 (£25) 

The next draw will be on  
Wednesday 5th April 

St Andrew’s Coffee Shop 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

      From the Registers  

 Christian Burial and Cremation 

2nd February Frank Williams 

17th February Margaret Walton 

22nd  February Joyce Buckland 

23rd  February Jesse Triebwasser 

  ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

St. John 11.25 

Margaret Walton 

My heartfelt thanks to: 

• The Church members for 
their cards, prayers and of-
fers of help 

• Dorytta and her team for 
the refreshments 

• Geoff Oldnall for his gen-
erosity 

• And Rod for his care and 
compassion which is sec-
ond to none. 

John Walton 

Resurrection Work 
(Acts 10:40-43) 

 

Strong arms of Jesus 
stretched out in His cross-work, 
opening Himself to die, 
opening the way for God’s won-
der-work 
to raise Him to life, 
to offer life to us today, 
as responders. 
 

Our work – to believe in Jesus, 
to receive forgiveness and the 
Spirit, 
to know those strong arms 
enfolding, supporting, 
comforting, raising us 
to be His New Creation 
with resurrection power 
for our time. 
 

Hallelujah! 
 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Laurieston House 
Care Home and Supported 

living bungalows 

Day Care Provided, 
Hours to suit the individual 

78, Bristol Road, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 1NS 

01249 444722 

Office 01249 655975 

E-mail jenniferjobbins@btinternet.com 

Proprieter/manager: Jenny Jobbins 

The Parish of St Andrew, Chippenham, with St Nicholas, 
Tytherton Lucas 

 ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

TUESDAY 25th APRIL 2017  

at 7.30 pm in ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

All parishioners are invited to attend the Annual Meeting.   

The meeting will elect Church Wardens, members of the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) and Deanery Synod for the coming year. 

It will also receive the PCC’s Annual Report and Accounts for the year 
2016 for discussion. This year’s report which has been formally ap-
proved by the PCC, was prepared in line with the latest guidance from 
the Church of England on writing Trustees ’Annual Reports. The report 
is a public document which has to be submitted annually to the Chari-
ties Commission. The accounts have also been updated to comply with 
the latest Accounting regulations for Churches and Charities. 

As Editor, I would like to that all those who have contributed to this 
year’s report. 

Jenny Norris 
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Forthcoming Events 
Thursday 6th April 2.30 pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Eileen Yates will give a talk 

‘My visit to Australia and a local 
MU branch’ 

Thursday 2nd May 2.30 pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sue Wilkin, Wiltshire County 
Council 

will give a talk 

‘Wise up to scams’ 

THIS IS AN OPEN MEETING 

All are welcome to attend. 

Traditional upholstery done 
to raise roof funds.  

I use traditional materials - webbing, 
hessian, scrim, horse hair and cali-
co. Tacks not staples! I am pre-
pared to supply all except the top 
cover fabric.  

For charges please contact me. 
  

Angela Sammes (654608)  

 1 Sara Bye 
 2 David Parks 
 3 Lin Drummond-Harris © 

 4 Rodney Brown 
 5 Morley Bray 
 6 Bob Mustow  

The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan  

Association of Change Ringers 

Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham 

 Sunday, 19th February 2017 

1260 Grandsire Doubles 

For Evening service and as a compliment to three of the above ringers, 

plus our tower captain, all with birthdays this month - Bob (13th), 

Joanna and Morley (22nd), & Sara (24th) 
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On the perils of letting the laity read the lessons 
The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

It was good to see you last Sunday morning on your own home ground.  
The Service was interesting – although I have yet to recover from that 
period of frightful liturgical debauchery you call ‘passing the peace’.   
Why should I welcome total strangers grabbing my hand and smiling 
deep into my eyes?  One lady would simply not let go – I had to shake 
her off. 

As for the reading of the lessons, I was astonished that you allow mem-
bers of the congregation (in shirtsleeves, too) to bring their own Bible 
to the front.  It lacks any degree of solemnity and decorum.  There 
should be a lectern Bible, preferably about four feet square in dimen-
sions.   And where was a suitable lectern?  I admit that having a sub-
stantial brass eagle in your church would be like placing Nelson’s Col-
umn in a Scout tent, but surely something suitable in wood could be 
found.  

We have quite gone with the fashion here at St James the Least of All, 
and now have members of the laity – even women! – taking our Bible 
readings. The decision may have been a mistake. Our lectern stands at 
6 feet; Miss Peckham stands at five feet. When she is reading, as far as 
the congregation can see, we have God’s Word being proclaimed by a 
straw hat bearing imitation fruit. 
The Major’s reading at last Sunday’s Evensong was Numbers 22, and 
his adoption of different voices for the narrator, Balaam and Balak was 
acceptable, if a little theatrical.  But his use of a fourth voice for the ass 
turned the occasion into pantomime – a point picked up by our choir-
boys. When the ass asked: ‘was I ever wont to do so unto thee’, the 
boys chorused ‘Oh yes you did’. (Surely it should have been “Oh yes 
thou didst’).  

Mrs Smeed’s rendition of the genealogy at the start of Saint Matthew’s 
gospel clearly takes her back to the schoolroom.  She sounded as if she 
is holding a roll call – and if Shealtiel were by any chance missing, she 
would demand a good explanation.  

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

Fair Trade News 

Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do right: seek justice. Defend the oppressed. 

Micah 6:8 And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  

Sweet Justice 

While doing a Traidcraft stall recently, one of my 
regular products - honey from Chile - attracted my 
attention. The honey is - many of my customers 
take time to tell me - absolutely delicious, but it 
was the name, and not the honey itself, which set 
me thinking. This honey - which comes from the 
Apicoop Co-operative based in Paillaco, a town in 
the Valdivia province - is called Sweet Justice. 

It’s a clever name, of course: honey is sweet, and honey produced 
and sold according to fair trade principles speaks of justice, of bee-
keepers who are treated fairly, of communities and environment 
treated with respect. We all yearn for justice - for ourselves and for 
those we love; we yearn too for justice for the wider world: for sys-
tems and trading patterns which are just and not tainted by sour rela-
tionships and bitter legacies. 

It is often sobering to reflect on the fact that we depend on producers 
in developing countries for many of our staple food and drink items: 
tea, coffee, cocoa, sugar, rice, to name but a few.  Any of the produc-
ers currently trading on fair trade terms will, of course, have had 
their fair - or unfair - share of bitter experiences; they will have 
known grinding poverty, hunger and exploitation. Thanks to fair 
trade though, they will have come through those bitter times; the pre-
sent is sweet and the future - God willing - is sweeter still: grandchil-
dren accessing education and fulfilling the dreams of their grandpar-
ents. Sweet justice indeed. 

God bless! 
Debbie Warren 
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Christian Aid Week 2017 
The theme of the annual campaign’s 60th year 
is ‘REFUGEES’ – as it was in 1957 – a 
shocking reflection on the effects of armed 
conflicts and climate change as well as natural 
disasters, all of which displace thousands of 
people and increase poverty, health risks and 
suffering in areas where living conditions are 
really hard. 

In Chippenham, our support is concentrated in the middle of May. We 
shall be recruiting volunteers after Easter for: 

A. House-to-house collections in the parish during the week Sunday 
14th – Saturday 20th May. New participants are urgently required 
as numbers have been steadily reduced by age and/or infirmity in 
recent years. If you have not done this before, it is not as intimi-
dating as you might think. When you call, most people are polite, 
friendly and even generous with their gifts. They are usually im-
pressed that the Church is doing something concrete to help oth-
ers! A list for you to sign up to will appear at the back of the 
church – do not delay, sign up immediately! 

B. Sponsored walk – (held for over 20 years, usually in April) is 
booked for Saturday 13th May. A 9-mile return route to Maud 
Heath’s Monument; the walk is great fun, with refreshment 
`stations` along the way at Kellaways Chapel, the Moravian 
Church, and at end of the climb to the Monument. You can do as 
little or as much of the walk as you wish and use any form of non
- motorized transport – bike, foot, blades, skateboard, etc., etc.! 

N.B. The customary collections in Superstores were turned down in 
2016, so that opportunity to raise money is no longer available to us, 
which makes it essential to increase the number of ‘boots on the 
ground’ for A. and B. above. 

Please contact us for instructions and sponsor forms – paper ones can 
be supplied if you do not have an email address. 

PS. You can nominate anyone you think has made a serious contribu-
tion to Christian Aid over the years for a Diamond Award at 
caw@christian-aid.org 

Beryl Fox and Dick Spencer 
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SAT – 7 UPDATE 
Many of us have followed events in the 
Middle East for many years – in fact one of 
the earliest international crises I can recall 
was the joint invasion of the Suez Canal 
zone by ourselves and the French in 1956. 
This, of course, was only one of many occasions when European pow-
ers meddled in the area from the Crusades onwards! 

Each year seems to bring worse disasters than the one before, culminat-
ing in the current situation in Syria bringing human suffering right back 
to our own doorstep in the form of refugees fleeing aggression that this 
country is partly responsible for. 

As in all these situations, we all wonder what we can do to help. Apart 
from supporting the established charities that are doing their best to re-
lieve the suffering of war victims and refugees, why not come to the 
SAT – 7 open meeting being planned for Saturday 20th May, right here 
at St Andrews at 7.30pm! 

I have mentioned SAT – 7 before but here is a refresher: SAT – 7:- 

• Is a Christian Satellite TV channel run by people in the Middle 
East & North Africa ( MENA) for the  local people; 

• Transmits programmes in Arabic, Farsi, Kabyle and Turkish; 

• Aims to heal the profound divisions of hatred and suspicion be-
tween Christians and other faith groups in the area, particularly 
between Christians and Muslims; 

• Provides a wide range of dynamic and engaging programmes 
from chat shows and current affairs to Bible teaching, worship, 
children`s programmes, cartoons, current affairs and documen-
taries; 

• Is available on the mobile phones and satellite TV receptors that 
are `de riguer` in the area, so can be watched privately or at 
home, by passing censorship and peer pressure; 

• Aims to support the church in MENA by making the Gospel 
available to all; 

• Is watched by over 21million people; 

• Receives more than 800 responses daily to its programmes; 

Looking forward to seeing you on 20th May. 
Dick Spencer 
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Chocolate and the divine go back a long way... 

One of the more earthly pleasures of 
celebrating Easter is the sheer amount 
of chocolate around.   But chocolate 
was part of other religions long before 
Christianity. 

According to ancient Mayan legend, 
some 3,000 years ago, cacao, or the 
cocoa tree, which grows in the tropical 
rainforests of South America, was a 
bridge between heaven and earth.   

Divine wisdom and aphrodisiac properties 

The Aztecs in Central America agreed that cacao must have had a di-
vine origin.  They believed that their god Quetzalcoatl had come down 
from heaven on the beam of the morning star, bearing a cacao tree as a 
gift for human beings, and that whoever drank the hot foaming drink 
was given divine wisdom.   

The Aztec emperor Montezuma drank chocolate from a cup of solid 
gold before retiring to his harem. Chocolate was thought to have aph-
rodisiac properties. 

Chocolate comes to Europe 

Eventually, the Spanish began to pay attention. Spanish monks brewed 
up a drink from the beans that was far more acceptable to European 
taste, sweetening it with sugar, and adding cinnamon and nutmeg. 
Spain and Europe began to fall in love with the cacao bean. Congrega-
tions even began drinking it during church services.  When the Bishop 
of Chiapas threatened to excommunicate his flock for doing so, the 
entire congregation simply moved down the road to another church, 
where the friars also liked chocolate. 

Although chocolate was originally only for the wealthy, devout Quak-
ers such as Joseph Fry, Joseph Terry, Isaac Rowntree and John Cad-
bury had a dream that chocolate could replace gin as a drink for the 
working classes.  Their determination to make this possible was driven 
by their Christian zeal, and they in part succeeded.  

Then in the middle of the 19th century it was discovered that chocolate 
could be made into solid bars!  With this discovery, Easter eggs were 
on the way.  Both Fry’s and Cadbury’s launched them in the 1870s, 
and the rest is history! 
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EASTER LILIES 

In Loving Memory 

 

If you would like to remember a loved one with a 
lily included in our Easter decorations, please 

sign the list at the back of Church. 

Last day for ordering is Sunday 2nd April.   

Donations £2.50 a lily (See Dorryta) 

Easter Bunny Biscuits 
Ingredients: 

225g (8 oz) plain flour   

55g (20z) currants 

175g (6oz) margarine   

1 medium egg yolk 

115g (4 oz) caster sugar 

Method: 

• Preheat oven to 180°C (350° F or gas mark 4) 

• Sieve the flour into a bowl, add the margarine and rub together 
into a fine breadcrumbly mixture. 

• Stir in the sugar and beaten egg yolk, and knead into a smooth 
dough. 

• Roll out the dough and cut into bunny shapes. 

• Decorate. 
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St Nicholas’ 
ChurchTytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 
 

   Care of the Church* 

      2nd April 10.00 am Morning Service  Rev. Peter Tremelling  Church Cleaning  

9th  April  8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. Jim Scott Church Cleaning 

14th  April 12.00  Good Friday  Rev. Derek Copeland  

15th April  Easter Saturday   All together 

     to decorate 

     the Church 

16th  April 10.00 am Holy Communion Rev. Derek Copeland 

23rd April 10.00 am Holy Communion Rev. Bryan Pettifer Petrina Drewitt 

30th April 6.30 pm Evening Prayer Rev. Jeremy Bray Petrina Drewitt 

Richard Parke’s Heating and Plumbing 
 

As I am qualified by and registered with ‘GAS SAFE’ I am able to deal 
with all work associated with Natural Gas, LPG and oil. 

This includes: 

 heating, 

 plumbing,  

 boiler installations, upgrades and services.  

 Landlord certifications 

  and last, but not least, dripping taps and pipes        

I work independently and will pleasantly discuss customer’s require-
ments. 

I provide a fast and friendly service in Chippenham and district and 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Please contact me on 07910 859614. 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer  651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwarden: Brian Elliott 463230 
 

Organist & Music Leader: Paul Fortune          652643 
    paul@pfortune.fsnet.co.uk 
    
Church Administrator:       Daphne Jefferies   659820 
 daphnejefferies657@btinternet.com                  
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: John Le Grange 249256 

at St Nicholas’ Elizabeth Sexton  660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 444541 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Norman Fox 661236 
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Data Protection Officer: Graham Gee                                         07882 705237   
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: George Silk 462249 
   
   
 

Sunday Club: Liz Bennett 652856 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: George Silk 462249 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565 
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Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
Bell-ringers: Bob Mustow 443019 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins  248757 
 

Friends of St Andrew’s: Eileen Yates 443952 
100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 

Traidcraft: Debbie Warren 
  debbie@cdjm.co.uk  
Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Church Watch: Beryl Fox 653394 
 A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Liz Fox 661236 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 444541 
  magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk  
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 323765 
Web Master Adam Lloyd 
  adamlloyd@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Sunday Club  Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am 

Choir Practice  Friday, 7.30 pm 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 am—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

   

 

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              office@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 
         contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

mailto:contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk


Church Services 
 

at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
 

Sundays  

                 8.00 am Holy Eucharist 
  

                10.00 am 1
st
 Sunday   A Service for All ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
  2nd Sunday  Parish Eucharist 
  3

rd
 Sunday   All Age Eucharist 

  4
th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

  (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 pm Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 pm Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic 

Service 
                                        (3rd

 Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotation - 
see Diary page) 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 am   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
 

Sundays  

  8.30 am Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Morning Service (1st 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Matins (3

rd 
Sundays) 

  3.00 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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